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Bath, Jan. 1ſt, 1800. 


PHAT faculty of the mind which is deno- 


language, in proſe and poetry, by Appison and 
AxeNsIDE. It has not wholly eſcaped the notice 
of medical writers, but merits their farther inveſti- 


gation. This flight Eſſay may, perhaps, incite others 


to proſecute this inquiry more fully, in order to 
extend the power of phyſicians to prevent and cure 
the maladies of mankind. | 


. 
In phyſick as well as in philoſophy, to diſcover 
the cauſe of an effect is frequently a very nice 
and difficult inveſtigation. The ſucceſs of medical 
practice eſſentially depends upon this faculty of ſaga- 
ciods diſcernment. One who is carried away by 
7 . * every 


minated the Imagination, has been the ſubject 
of two very elegant compoſitions in the Engliſh 
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2 TRACTORS., 


every wind of doctrine, and who recommends every 
new medicine which is in vogue and becomes po- 
pular, without conſidering the evidence and fair 


probability of its efficacy, will frequently adminiſter 


inert, and ſometimes injurious — to his 
patients. | 

« The Tractors have obtained ſuch high reputa- 
tion at Bath, even among perſons of rank and un- 


derſtanding, as to require the particular attention of 


phyſicians. Let their merit be impartially inveſti- 
gated, in order to ſupport their fame, if it be well 
founded, or to correct the publick opinion, if merely 
formed upon deluſion. Such a trial may be accom- 
pliſhed in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, and ought to 
be performed without any prejudice. Prepare a pair 
of falſe, exactly to reſemble the true Tractors. 
Let the ſecret be, kept inviolable, not only from the 
patient, but every other perſon. Let the effi- 
cacy of both be impartially tried, beginning always 
with the falſe Tractors. The caſes ſhould be accu- 
rately ſtated, and the reports of the effects produced 
by the true and falſe Tractors be fully given, in the 
words of the patients. 5 

This Hint, and in cheſe terms, I communicated to 
Dr. Fai.cones. He entirely approved the idea, 
and very readily confented ro make the propoſed 
trial upon the moſt proper cafes which could be 
ſelected from his patients in the General Hoſpital. 
bs a | 8 
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We contrived two wooden Tractors of nearly the 
ſame ſhape as the metallick, and painted to reſemble 
them in colour. Five caſes were choſen of chronick 
rheumatiſm, in the ancle, knee, wriſt, and hip. One 
of the patients had alſo gouty pains. All the affected 
joints, except the laſt, were ſwelled, and all of them 
had been ill for ſeveral months. | 
On the 7th of January, 1799, the wooden Trac- 
tors were employed. All the five patients, except 
one, aſſured us that their pain was relieved, and three 
much benefited by the firſt application of this remedy. 
One felt his knee warmer, and he could. walk much 
better, as he ſhewed us with great ſatisfaction. One 
Was eaſier for nine hours, and till he went to bed, 
when the pain returned. One had a tingling ſenſa- 
tion for two hours. The wooden Tractors were drawn 
over the ſkin ſo as to touch it in the ſighięſt manner. 
Such is the wonderful force of the Imagination! 
Next day, January 8th, the true merallick Tractors 
of PErKINs were employed exactly in like manner, 
and with ſimilar effects. All the patients were in 
ſome meaſure, but not more relieved by the ſecond 
application, except one, who received no benefit 
from the former operation, and who was not a pro- 
per ſubject for the experiment, having no exiſting 
pain, but only ſtifineſs of her ancle. They felt (as 
they fancied) warmth, but in no greater degree than 


on the former day. 
1 . 
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This trial was witneſſed by Dr. FaLONER, Mf. 
Nichols, ſurgeon of the Hoſpital, Mr. FARNELI., 
apothecary of the Hoſpital, and myſelf, on both 
days; and on the ſecond day by Mr. PfILLOTT, 
alſo ſurgeon of the Hoſpital. It need not be re- 
marked, how completely the trial illuſtrates the 
nature of this popular illuſion, which has fo. 
wonderfully prevailed, and ſpread ſo rapidly; it 
_ reſembles, in a ſtriking manner, that of Animal 
Magnetiſm, which merited the attention of FRANK- 
LIN, when ambaſſador from America, and of other 
philoſophers at Paris. If any perſon would repeat 
_ theſe experiments, it ſhould be done with due 
ſolemnity. During the proceſs, the wonderful cures 
which this remedy is faid to have performed ought 
to be particularly related. Without theſe indiſ. 
penſible aids, other trials will not prove as ſuc- 
ceſsful as thoſe which are above reported. , The. 
whole effect undoubtedly depends upon the impreſ- 
Hon which can be made upon the rs 8 Imagi- - 
nation. 

This method of e the truth, diſtinatly 
proves to what a ſurpriſing degree mere fancy deceives 
the patient himſelf; and if the experiment had been 
tried with metallick Tractors only, they might and 
moſt probably would have deceived even medical 
obſervers. Yer this teſt of truth is perfectly candid. 
A fair opportunity was offered to diſcover whether | | 

Li 5 | the 
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the metallick Tractors poſſeſſed any efficacy ſuperior 
to the ligneous Tractors, or wooden pegs. 

In the deciſion of this queſtion, it ought to be 
duly conſidered that the chronick rheumatiſm 1s a very 
obſtinate and permanent diſorder; that out of the five 
caſes, (being all who were ſubjected to the trial) four 
of the patients believed themfelves immediately, and 
three remarkably, relieved by the falſe Tractors; and 
that this report is founded upon the unanimous teſ- 
timony of five medical witnefles. 'This evidence is 
not inferior to what is alleged in favour of the 
true Tractors, eſpecially if it be conſidered that the 
caſes which have been publiſhed are ſelected from 
many which were unſucceſsful, and paſſed over in 
filence. This ſucceſs of the falſe Tractors can only 
be exceeded by the exaggerated ſtories which, for 
ſome months paſt, haye been reported in every com- 
pany with increaſing amazement and credulity. 
The propoſer of theſe experiments, if he could 
have produced authentick and concluſive proofs of 
the real efficacy of the metallick Tractors, would, 
with equal frankneſs, and much greater ſatisfaction, 
have given his teſtimony in their favour, as another 
means of adminiſtering relief to the ſufferings of 
mankind. If any proſelyte to Perkiniſm ſhould ſtill ; 
believe in the ſaperior virtue of this remedy, both 
the witneſſes of theſe recent events and the patients 
above-mentioned are ready to fatisfy any farther in- 
quiries on this ſubject.—— Bath, Jan. 24th, 1799. 

P. S. The 
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P. S. The moſt intelligent of my medical and 
other friends adviſed the immediate publication of 
theſe obſervations, as containing information of con- 
ſiderable importance. But with a view to obtain 
farther and more decifive obſervations on this ſubject, 
the ſubſtance of this paper, accompanied with a pair 
of wooden Tractors, was ſent to two medical friends» 
to Sir WILLIAM WArsoN in London, and to Dr. 
MoNCRIEFFE in Briſtol, requeſting that ſimilar ex- 
periments might be repeated in both thoſe cities. 
The annexed letter from Mr. SuirEH was the for- 
tunate reſult of this communication, 


% To Joan HavycarTH, M. D. 
6 Sir, 
Mr. Dyzr ſome time ſince communicated to me 
the contents of a letter addreſſed by you to Dr. Mon- 
CRIEFFE, Conſidering it the duty of every regular 
practitioner to check the dangerous progreſs of empi- 
| riciſm, J inſtantly volunteered my ſervices to aſſiſt in 
the deſign of inveſtigating the merits ignorantly aſ- 
cribed to Perkinean Electricity. I confeſs freely to 
you, that the very reſpectable American, and even 
Britſh, teſtimonies by which it was recommended 
to the publick,-at firſt ſtaggered me exceedingly. I 
could not believe, that the gentlemen mentioned in 
the pamphlet of PERK INS would wilfully bear falſe 
witneſs, and I could ey" imagine them to have 
been | 
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been ſo deceived, Your hints, however, enabled me 
to adopt a plan which quickly diſſipated the, illuſion ; 
and I fincerely hope and truſt, that the reſult of the 
experiments will open the eyes of the publick to ſo 
groſs an impoſition. I muſt premiſe that the follow- 
ing were all Hoſpital patients, and that for the moſt 
part their medicines were, for the time, altogether 
ſuſpended. 

I. ROBERT THomas, aged forty- three, who had 
been for ſome time under the care of Dr. LovEkLL, in 
the Briſtol Infirmary, with a rheumatick affection of 
the ſhoulder, which rendered his arm perfectly uſeleſs, 
was pointed out as a proper object of trial by Mr. 

T. W. DyER, apothecary to the houſe. | 
„ Tueſday, April 19th, having every thing in 
readineſs, I paſſed through the ward, and (in a way 
that he might ſuſpe& nothing) queſtioned him reſpect- 
ing his complaint, I then told him, that I had an 
inſtrument in my pocket which had been very ſer- 
viceable to many in his ſtate; and when I had ex- 
plained to him how ſimple it was, he conſented to 
undergo the operation, In ſix minutes no other 
effect was produced than a warmth upon the ſkin, 
and I feared that this coup dt had failed. The 
next day however he told me, that “ he had re- 
ceived ſo much benefit, that it had enabled him to 
lift his hand from his knee, which he had in vain 
ſeveral times attempted on the Monday evening, as 
55 f he 


8  TRACTORS. 


the whole ward witneſſed.” The Tractors I uſed 
being made of lead, I thought it adviſeable to lay 
them aſide, leſt (being metallick points) the proofs 
againſt this fraud might be leſs complete. Thus 
much, however, was proved that the patent Trac- 
tors poſſeſſed no ſpecifick powers independent of 
ſimple metals. 

« Two pieces of wat properly ſhaped and 
painted, were next made uſe of; and in order to add 
ſolemnity to the farce, Mr. BAR TON held in his hand 
a ſtop-watch, whilſt Mr. Lax minuted the effects 
produced. In four minutes, the man raiſed his hand 
ſeveral inches, and he had loſt alſo the pain in his 
ſhoulder, uſually experienced when attempting to lift 

any thing. He continued to undergo the operation 
daily, and with progreſſive good effect; for on the 
25th he could touch the mantle- piece. 

C On the 27th, in the preſence of Dr.Lovzi I and 
Mr. J. P. NoBLE, two common iron nails, diſguiſed 

with ſealing- wax, were ſubſtituted for the pieces of 
mahogany before uſed. In three minutes he felt 
ſomething moving . from his arm to his hand,” and 
ſoon after he touched the Board of Rules, which 
hung a foot above the fire-place. This patient at 
length fo far recovered, that he could carry coals, &c. 
and uſe his arm ſufficiently to aſſiſt the nurſe; yet 
previous to the uſe of the ſpurious TraQors © he 
conld no more lift his hand from his knee than if a 
. hundred 
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hundred weight were upon it, or a nail driven through 
it;” as he declared in the preſence of ſeveral gen- 
tlemen, whoſe names I ſhall have frequent occaſion to 
mention. The fame of this cafe brought applica- 
tions in abundance; indeed, it muſt be confeſſed, 
that it was more than ſufficient to at upon weak 
minds, and induce a belief that theſe pieces of wood 

and iron were endowed with ſome peculiar virtues. 
2. THOMAS ELL1s, a negro, from a chronick 
rheumatiſm in his upper and lower extremities, had 
been incapable of walking without ſupport, or feed- 
ing himſelf for four months; he came under my care 
on the 19th of April. At firſt the Tractors pro- 
duced no effect upon his thighs, and but little upon 
his arms. In the courſe of a few applications, how- 
ever, he began to move his limbs better, and his 
nights were not fo reſtleſs. In the courſe of this caſe, 
the nails, lead, and wood were uſed alternately, but 
there did not appear to be the leaſt difference in the 
reſult. Mr. LancworTHr, the agent for Mr. PER- 
KINS in this country, uſually made uſe of the patent 
Tractors for twenty or thirty minutes at a time; but 
my patients crowded in upon me ſo faſt, that I had 
not leiſure to beſtow more than four or five minutes 
upon each: yet ſuch effects were produced as were 
almoſt incredible. It uſually happened, that the ſkin 
was ſoon warmer, and occaſionally darting pains 
were produced, which ſometimes were troubleſome 
: . long 
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long after the operation, and at others were of 
ſhorter duration. He complained alſo, that the 
cicatrix of an old ſcald upon his arm ſmarted a great 
deal. He now began to mend fo faſt, that he could 
comb his hair very readily, and on the 29th, in the 
preſence of Dr. LovzLL, and ſeveral other gentle- 
men, he put on his jacket, and walked acroſs the 
ward without a ſtick or the leaſt aſſiſtance. 
£ To thoſe who have not been eye-witnefles to the 
force of the Imagination, theſe acconnts may appear 
exaggerated; but they can be too well atteſted to 
need any aſſertions of mine as to their veracity, 
Theſe things were not done in a corner, but under 
the inſpection of the faculty of the houſe, and i in che 
ahi K of the whole ward. 
3. With the permiſſion of Dr. F ox, I enced | 
upon JaMEs PRIOR, who had been under his care 
three months with a paralyſis of the flexor tendons of 
both hands, This was certainly a caſe in which 


little was to be expected, and I feared would prove : 


a ſtumbling- block to my reputation. In three mi- 
nutes, however, (the Tractors having been drawn 
from the elbow to the wriſt) he felt the back of his 


hand become ſenſibly warmer; and after four mi- 


nutes had elapſed, he could actually touch the palm 
of the hand with the middle finger of his left hand, 


which he had not been able to effect for more than 
. two months before, The right arm did not appear 


to 
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to be much affected at firſt, but in a few trials he 
began to have ſome power over that alſo; the left 
hand was, in the courſe of a fortnight ſo far reſtored, 
that he could almoſt clench his fiſt; and ſoon after- 
wards he left the Hoſpital. By accident I ſince met 
him, when he ſhewed me, with much pleaſure, that 
he ſtill retained the uſe of this hand; bur the other 
had relapſed into its former uſeleſs ſtate. 

4. April 2oth, I requeſted Mr. BagTox to ope- 
rate upon PETER SEWARD, aged 32, who had, for 
four years, been troubled with pains and weakneſs in 
his right arm. From the minutes taken by Mr. 
Lax, I learnt that he had experienced a good deal 
of pain during the operation. The next day I was 
aſſiſted by Mr. BERNARD and Mr. Lows, jun. and 
as the caſe is rather curious, I ſhall copy verbatim the 
notes written upon the ſpot. In one minute, © feels 
the pain coming on at the ſame place as yeſterday; 
the limb feels warm; pain higher up, and {harper ;”? 
in two minutes, pain increaſes;“ in three and a 
half, very acute, darting towards the collar. bone, 
and begins to give him ſo much uncaſineſs that he will 
not have it done any longer; perſpires profuſely, 
and is gone to bed. It was fortunate for me that the 
above gentlemen could bear witneſs to the remarkable 
effects of the Imagination; it was, notwithſtanding, 
I believe, generally thought in the houſe that the 
account was exaggerated. On the 25th, however, 
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in the preſence of Meſſrs. JoLLIFFPE, BarTox, 
Gaisrord, Emery, and WVLDE, Dr. Lover made 
uſe of one bit of mahogany, whillt I gently drew down 
his arm the point of the other. When he fat down 
* he was perfectly eaſy.“ In a few ſeconds, © the pain 
commenced as before; in two minutes, © it was 
very acute at the elbow and collar-bone;”” in four, 
« he became very uneaſy,” looked very red in the 
face, © and begged the operation might be diſconti- 
nued.“ His requeſt was complied with, and he im- 


mediately went to bed, with a pulſe at 120. Three 


quarters of an hour after (being ſtill in bed) I aſked 
him how he felt himſelf? He replied, that “ he was 
in more pain than when the ſurgeon took five pieces 
of bone from his leg in a compound fracture, which 


he unfortunately met with in Wales.“ It may, per- 


haps, be thought that he feigned all this. I cannot 
afſert that he did not; but he could have no point to 
gain by ſuch a conduct, and he certainly muſt have 


been a very excellent mimick to deceive fo many 


people. : 
This caſe excited much curioſity; and on the 2d 


of May, Dr. Moncrieres, Meſſrs. Nos.r, LEA r- 
MAN, CLAYFIELD,' PROBERT, NoTcuTT, LAx, 


and JoLLI1FFE, were aſſembled to view the effects 


produced by theſe two wonder-working pieces of 
wood. The man dreaded the operation ſo much, 
that he requeſted to have it done in bed. Mr. 

© CLAYFIELD 


2 * 


trials the more ridiculous, two pieces of bone, of 
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CLAVNIELD and myſelf aſed the Tradors. In a 
few ſeconds, © a ſpaſm was evident upon the biceps 


flexor cubiti;” in two minutes, © pain in the arm and 
collar-bone;“ in three, © increaſed in the hand and 


arm-pit, and continued · in pain ſome time after the 
operation,” which had conſiderably accelerated his 
pulſe. This patient could ſcarcely be prevailed 
upon to ſubmit any longer to their uſe, although he 
confeſſed that upon the whole he had received 
much benefit.“ 1 

« By this time the affair began to acquire publi- 
city, and many viſitors, both out of the profeſſion 


and medical men, were eye- witneſſes to the effects of 


theſe ſpurious Tractors; and in order to render the 


ſlate- pencil, and tobacco-pipes painted, were uſed 
occaſionally, with the ſame ſucceſs. Dr. Bzppozs, 
to whom I communicated theſe facts, lent me a pair 


of the real patent Tractors, for the purpoſe of try- 


ing them when my own failed; but I declare, that in 
no inſtance whatever were . uſed. 
. oN PEACOCK, a patient of Dr. New! s, had 


| = afflicted for four months with a weakneſs of the 
hip, and ſevererheumatick pains, brou ght on by work= 


ing in a damp coal-· pit. Art firſt the Tractors occaſi- 


oned conſiderable pains, and very reſtleſs nights; (I 


uſe his own words) but after a few trials, he began 
to ſleep unuſually well, had fewer attacks of pain, and 
appeared 
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appeared confident and happy in the idea that a 
remedy had been diſcovered for his complaints.“ 
With ſuch a ſubject, the event may be eaſily antici- 
pated. This morning he came to thank me for my 
| ſervices, and he was always exceedingly grateful to 
Mr. BaxToN and Mr. Ga1srorD, who operated 
upon him in my abſence. I cannot help mentioning 
one circumſtance reſpecting this man. He came to 
me one day complaining of a violent ſettled pain in 
his forehead, which, he ſaid, * almoſt diſtracted 
him,” and requeſted me to © draw it out.” The 
pieces of mahogany were drawn gently over his 
forchead for a minute and a half, when the throb- 
bing began to abate, and in two minutes had nearly 
ceaſed.” In about three or four minutes the man 
aroſe from the chair, ſaying, © Gop bleſs you, ſir; 
now I am quite eaſy.” He was attacked with this 
pain only once afterwards, which affected his viſion 
_ conſiderably, but it was removed as eaſily as in the 
former inſtance. _ N | 1 
Al theſe caſes turning out ſo happily, it may 
be imagined that they are elected. I declare, how- 
ever, that they are the firſt that occur in the minute- 
book; and if I could imagine it neceſſary to add 
more, there are ſeveral remaining, equally ſucceſsful. 
„Mr. LaxneworTHY and myſelf were fellow- 
ſtudents at St. Thomas's and Guy's Hoſpitals, in the 
years 1794-5, and we have occaſionally met in 
| Briſtol, 
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Briſtol, during his reſidence as an agent of Mr. 
Perkins at the Wells; but he muſt excuſe me, 
if I adopt the motto, 


c Amicus PLATo, ſed magis amica yeritas.” 


ce In thus expoſing this revival of Mes Mz R's impo- 
ſitions, I do no more than comply with the above- 
mentioned gentleman's own requeſt, He openly 
threw down the guantlet to the faculty, and inſidi- 
ouſly begged them to examine how the Patent 
Trackors produced ſuch wonderful effefts??? and very 
cunningly led the inquirers through the mazes of 
Galvaniſm, in hopes of bewildering their judgments. 
It would be as ridiculous in me to call in queſ- 
tion the veracity of the accaunts publiſhed by Mr. 
PEREINSs and others, as it would be unjuſt to degrade . 
theſe marvellous pieces of metal (ſtamped with the 
magick word Patent) below the level of ten-penny 
nails or tobacco-pipes; ſince there can be no good 
reaſon why they ſhould not be all equally efficacious. 
Let the world then judge between us; for myſelf, 
I declare, that I have neither extenuated, e | 
rated, nor ſet down aught in malice. | 
The gentlemen whoſe names I have taken the 
liberty to inſert are well known, and will moſt aſſu- 
redly contradict me, if I have advanced any thing ye 
the truth, I remain, Sir, &c. 
| * RICHARD SMITH. 
I © Briſtol Infirmary, May 16th. 1799.” 
The 
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The facts above related are ſufficient, and more 
than ſufficient, to diſcredit the ſuppoſed virtues of 
metallick Tractors; but the ſucceſs of the trials; 
both at the Bath Hoſpital and Briſtol Infirmary, 
brought more important objects into view. They 
prove to a degree which has never been ſuſpected; 
what powerful Influence upon diſeaſes is produced by 
mere Imagination. Being deſirous, that on this in- 
tereſting ſubject, the whole evidence ſhould be im- 
partially laid before the publick, I requeſted the 


favour of Mr. SmiTH to relate the reſult of his 
ſubſequent experiments with fictitious Tractors. He 
has ſent me the following full and inſtructive report, 


authenticated by the maſt reſpectable witneſſes. 


Poſtcript to Mr. S11TH's Letter. 

6. EDpMUN D WIILIAus applied to me with 
a /tillicidium urinæ. The man was a poor feeble 
ſubject, and appeared to be impreſſed with the 
idea that nothing would be ſerviceable to him; 
but he was © willing to try any thing.” In one 
minute after the points of the wooden Tractors had 
been drawn in various directions about the pelvis, 
he ſaid, © I begin to feel ſomething jumping in my 
inſide;”” and in three minutes and a half the deter- 
mination of blood to the capillary veſſels of the ſkin 


| was evident, giving him the ſenſation of warmth, to 


which he liad been a long time a ſtranger. On the 
| 27th 
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27th he reported that his hips had been unuſually 
comfortable and warm; this induced me to perſe- 
vere, eſpecially as the patient himſelf was become leſs 
ſceptical as to the powers of my Tractors. The 
gentleman who aſſiſted me having borrowed the 
pieces of ſtick, I was obliged to make uſe of the two 
ten- penny nails, which (as I have before mentioned) 
were diſguiſed with red and black ſealing- wax, and 
on that account, had the dignifted appellation of 
Rouge et Noir. In fact, it was often neceſſary to play 
the part of a necromancer—to deſcribe circles, 
ſquares, triangles, and half the figures of geometry, 
upon the part affected, with the ſmall ends of the 
Tractors. During all this time we converſed upon 
the diſcoveries: of FRANKLIN and GALANI, lay- 
ing much ſtreſs upon the power of metallick points 
attracting even lightning, and conveying it to the 
earth | harmleſs. To a more curious farce. I never 
was witneſs; we were almoſt afraid to look each 
other in the face, leſt an involuntary ſmile ſhould 
remove the 'maſk from our countenances, and diſpel 
the charm. | 

But to return to my patient: — In one minute, 
ih he felt a ſmarting in his loins, and warmth of his 
ſkin;” in two, © heat increaſed; in four, the ope- 
ration ceaſed, when he ſaid © the ſkin was very 
warm.“ A by-ſtander aſked him, if he thought 
himſelf mended? He replied, © he would ſoon 
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* 


anſwer his queſtion,” and upon ſitting down, ſud- 
denly exclaimed, *< yes, I am better.” It was de- 
manded, how he knew it!? © When I uſed to fit 
down, (aid the man) there was always a ſpirt of 
water thrown from me, but now I can prevent i bs 
The experiment was two or three times repeated, and 
with the ſame reſult; in fact, the patient abſolutely 
Tegained in a great meaſure no power of retention 
afterwards. | 5 
It may be aſked, 4 phyſical en could 
| Þ ſuddenly have taken place in the fibres of the 
Phincter muſcles, that from a ſtate of pallid relax- 
-ation they ſhould again be endowed with the power 
of performing their office?? Permit me, in my turn, 
to aſk the inquirer, © what is the primary cauſe of 
of the purple bluſh which inſtantaneouſly overſpreads 
the cheek of the guilty when accuſed?” Should it 
-be anſwered, * becauſe the veſſels are ſuddenly dif. 
tended with blood,” that will be readily granted, as 
the proximate: cauſe; but it is the remote pour which 
directed that operation that I wiſh to be demonſtrated. 
We ſhall be equally involved in the fame dilemma; 
but the facts being eſtabliſhed, our inability to ac- 
count for them ſignifies nothing. 
„During the month of March he was regularly 
treated with the pieces of ſtick, at the end of which 
time the parts appeared to have recovered much of 
their W tone, and te ſaid that he had more 
mr - feln 
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feeling than before.“ I requeſted him to explain 
himſelf. He did ſo, by telling me that when he 
firſt came to me, he could not diſtinguiſh whether 
his loins were touched by a metallick or a ſoft ſub- 
ſtance, but now he could tell me readily whether I 
had a glove on or not.“ 1 a 

7. The next caſe which came under my notice 
was that of Benjamin QUARMAN, who had re- 
ceived but little benefit from medicine, having been 
obliged for ſome time to hobble upon crutches with 
much difficulty, and in great pain. He attributed 
his illneſs to a violent cold, caught by working in the 
the mud on a pair of dock- gates; I muſt add, how- 
ever, that he had been all his life a plumber, which 
contributed, perhaps, not a little to his indiſpoſition. 
Upon the firſt application of the. Tractors (which 
were formed from a piece of bone) to his thigh, he 
experienced a pricking ſenſation ; in a few minutes he 
could hardly perſuade himſelf that they did not cut 
him; at the end of the operation he could uſe his 


limb more freely, but complained that I had 


_ Uriven the pain into his knee,” He was under the 
care of Dr. MoncRIEFPE, who was preſent when 
Mr. Lax relieved him, in a few minutes, of a pain 
which had been for ſome time fixed in the ſhoulder- 
blade. This man continued upon our liſt until he 
was under the neceſſity of leaving the Hoſpital; but 
he had no reaſon to fegret the confidence he repoſed 
C2 e in 
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in us, as he recovered conſiderably tlie uſe of his 
lower extremities, and was able to comb his hair 
eaſily, which the ſtiffneſs: and pain in his ſhoulder 
had heretofore prevented him from doing. 

« At his departure, QUARMAN was very inqui- 
ſitive reſpecting theſe inſtruments, and wiſhed much 
to know whether it were poſſible to purchaſe them 
for leſs than five guineas, (the price ſet down in Mr. 
PEREKINs's pamphlet) as he was convinced a perſe- 
verance in their uſe would completely reſtore him. 
He eyed them very wiſhfully, and I could plainly ſee 
that he hoped I would either preſent them to him, 
or at leaſt grant him the loan of them. I confeſs 
that Iwas ſomewhat embarraſſed by my fituation;— 
I felt a ſtrong inclination to render him happy, by 
complying with his wiſhes, yet the dread of detection 
obliged me to deprive him of his panacea. A few 
days ſince he requeſted permiſſion to attend as an 
out- patient, for the purpoſe of undergoing the ope- 
ration, with which, of courſe, I readily complied; 
indeed, he is ſo exceedingly grateful for the benefit 
he has received, that I could ſcarcely deny him any 
thing which would contribute to his comfort. 

8. Thouas OsBorne had been a ſtout hearty 
ſeaman, but returning from the banks of the Nile, 
was unfortunately ſhipwrecked in the Coloſſus, off 
Scilly. The fatigues he experienced, and the dan- 
gers to which he was expoſed, had rendered his 
| | : | right 
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right leg almoſt uſeleſs; he was, in conſequence, 
diſcharged the ſervice. He complained chiefly of an 
| intenſe pain under the knee-pan. Being in the 
ſame ward with ſome of the before-mentioned pa- 
rients, he was/ induced to ſubmit to the ſame opera- 
tion. This ſubje& complained much of the Tractors 
cutting him; which idea he had probably deduced 
from hearing QuARMAN (7.) expreſs himſelf in that 
manner. The ſecond application * drew down the 
pain into his leg. This gave me an opportunity of 
expreſſing my determination of getting it ſtill 
lower down;* intimating, that © when it was once in 
his toes, the next operation would free him from it 
entirely.“ It unfortunately happened, however, that 
the pain in his knee returned with great violence 
during the evening, and he curſed the Tractors as 
the cauſe of his accumulated miſery. No intreaties 
could afterwards prevail upon him to make another 
trial; he ſaid, that © they had tormented him out of 
one night's reſt, and they ſhould do ſo no more.” 
This was the firſt check I had experienced, and the 
reputation of my inſtruments ſuffered a little in con- 
| ſequence; as this fellow execrated them as much 
as they were adored by others. 

9. Nearly about this time, L undertook the caſe 
of. HanNan WzsToN, who had been under the 
care of Mr. ALLARD, for a diſeaſe in the ſhoulder. 


About three regs of a year ago. ſhe was attacked 
| with 
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with a conſiderable inflammation in the joint, but the 
medical plan adopted in all probability prevented 
the formation of matter. The ligaments had, ne- 
vertheleſs, ſuffered conſiderably, and there was but 
too much reaſon to ſuſpect that there had been alſo 
abſorption of the cartilage, followed by a depofit of 
bone, which rendered the arm immoveable. She 
had Tong deſpaired of recovering its uſe, and ap- 
peared to be reconciled to its loſs. complaining only 
of a violent rheumatick pain, which prevented her 
from purſuing her ordinary occupation. There 
certainly was but little to be expected from this pa- 
tient, and ſo it turned out. Two pieces of ſlate- 


pencil repeatedly relieved her pain, and ſhe has 
had lately but very few returns of it. She imagines, 
£00, that ſhe can move her arm better; it is clear, 


however, to an attentive obſerver, that ſhe moves 
the collar-bone and ſhoulder- blade merely, and that 
the bone of the arm is as fixed in the ſocket as it 
was before. 

«© Here, then, e have two caſes which did not 


keep pace with our wiſhes, but I do not conceive 
myſelf at liberty to ſuppreſs them on that account; 


neither will they be found to be altogether unin- 


ſtructive. We can at leaſt deduce from them a proof, 


that the ſame cauſes, in different conſtitutions, will 
produce very different effects; for no man ſurely 


can WR that the ſpecifick difference of the ſub- 


ſtances | 
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ſtances. aphid: could vary wh reſults 10 widely. 
It will prove to us, beſides, that there are certain 
bounds to the powers even of the Imagination over 
the animal œconomy; and in the caſe in queſtion we 
have ſeen, that although it may be equal to the 
prevention of periodical pain, it was incapable of 
ſtimulating the lymphaticks to a removal of the 
newly- formed bone, or of reſtoring tone to the 
ligaments. 
10. „On the 24th of May, * by chance 
to viſit the phyſick-wards with Mr. Dvzx, a patient 
of Dr. NRw's complained of great ſtiffneſs and occa- 
fional pain in the ſhoulder. I requeſted permiſſion 
to attempt his relief by the new operation. In con- 
ſequence, Mr. GaisrorD began to treat him in the 
uſual manner with the pieces of pencil. In a few 
minutes he was ſeized with a tremor in his limb, and 
10 violent a ſhivering fit, that it was judged prudent 
to deſiſt for the preſent. The next day I wiſhed to 
repeat the trial, but he poſitively refuſed; alleging 
_ that his arm was quite well, and therefore it would 
be putting him to uſeleſs pain. It is worthy remark, 
that this man's countenance betrayed very evident 
ſymptoms of apprehenſion; and it was the general 
opinion of the by-ſtanders, that the dread of expe- 
riencing a ſecond time ſo ſevere a diſcipline induced 
him to make uſe of his arm ſo freely. 2 


«© This 
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es This caſe bears a ſtriking reſemblance to PETER 
SEwARD's; both wonderfully depicting the powers 
of the Imagination. Had theſe effects followed the 
uſe of the Patent Tractors, it would have been 
termed metallick influence, and would have been 
conſidered as reſulting from their myſteiious e com- 
bination of metals.“ 


— 
- — — — Me —— — oy — * — bo. 
pany tr en — hve — — — y — . — 
I” 0 Rr — GST — CCIG — 2 v : = 
=; > — . "IIS — = — 


. CL 
© 232m > Ee APE AS 


— — — — ——— 
— — — —— — Oat wh 
— 


nnr 


c 


— 


= . * WV A - x OE -.; A — - + So 
= RIC SI — — AE hed ns K - LG ES eos. 
. — — > —— — — eng — 
* . — 5 en yer nn ans — — : — Bs . 
NE eee - CE og PEI —— — om 
—— << n f 


— 


4 CA. 
— 


REMARKS. 


Thus our inquiries, which were very ſucceſsfully 
inſtituted at the Bath General Hoſpital, have been 
amply confirmed in the Briſtol Infirmary. by Mr. 
SMITH, and other moſt reſpectable witneſſes. The 
whole (conſtitutes a body of evidence, which, in 
ſeveral points of view, affords — en in- | 
ſtruction. | 

The doctrine of Perkiniſm has Ar . by 
fo many proſelytes in America, England, and the 
continent- of Europe, (even including ſome of the 

medical profeſſion) that the queſtion might, of itſelf, 

merit publick diſcuſſion. But I ſhould not have | 
been diſpoſed to 'publiſh a refutation of an error 
which would probably be temporary, if the experi. 
ments above-recited had not appeared to warrant 
ſtill more uſeful and general concluſions, | 

I will not affront the good ſenſe of the reader by. 
Pen ing that any apology can be required for the 
very innocent contrivance here practiſed, by inſpiring 
11 2 patient 
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a patient with the cheering affection of hope, and by 
fightly touching the ſkin with a piece of wood, in 
order to perform ſo important a profeſſional duty as 
to diſcriminate true from falſe remedies. 

| | When the event of our inquiries at the Bath 
Hoſpital was firſt communicated to the enthuſiaſtick 
believers in the efficacy of the Metallick Tractors, 
the intelligence excited great commotions, accom- 
panied with threats and abuſe. A counter-declara- 
tion was to be ſigned by a great number of very 
reſpectable perſons; but I felt much reluctance to 
provoke them to record their names as dupes of a 
popular deluſion, by which they might be expoſed 
to ridicule through life. By a little delay, all ſuch 
apprehenſions appear to be effectually obviated. 

The influence of the paſſions upon diſorders of the 
body has been excellently illuſtrated by phyſicians of 
ſuperior underſtanding; as Sir GRORGR BAKER, 
Dr. FaLcontr, and others. The experiments 
above related ſtrongly confirm, and even extend, our 
knowledge on this ſubject. As many of the effects 
may appear wonderful, they required to be ſupported 
by the moſt reſpectable teſtimony. And none will 
deny that the witneſſes here produced are ſufficiently 
numerous, impartial, and intelligent. 

But the reports above related may appear to ſome 
| e ſo very marvellous, as to require confirma- 
tion by analogous facts. 1 
| | During 
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During the famous ſiege of Breda in 1625, the 
garriſon was afflicted with the ſcurvy in a moſt 
_ dreadful degree. When the Prince of Orange 
| heard of their diſtreſs, and underſtood that the city 
was in danger of being delivered up to the enemy 
by the ſoldiers; he wrote letters addreſſed to the 
men, promiſing them the moſt ſpeedy relief. Theſe 
were accompanied with medicines againſt the ſcurvy, 
ſaid to be of great price, but ſtill of greater efficacy: mo 
many more were yet to be ſent them. The effects 
of this deceit were traly aſtoniſhing! three ſmall 
phials of medicine were given to each phyſician, not 
enou gh for the recovery of two patients. It was 
publickly given out, that three or four drops were 
ſufficient to impart a healing virtue to a gallon of 
liquor. We now diſplayed our wonder-working 
balſams; nor were even the commanders let into the 
fecret of the cheat put upon the ſoldiers. They 
* flocked in crouds about us, every one ſoliciting that 
part may be reſerved for their uſe. Cheerfulneſs 
again appears on every countenance, and an univerſal 
faith prevails in the ſovereign virtues of the reme- 
dies. The herbs now beginning to ſpring up above 
the ground, we of theſe make decoctions, to which 
wormwood and camphor were added, that by rhe 
| prevalent flavour of thoſe, they might appear medi- 
cines of no mean efficacy. The tiff contracted 
limbs were anointed with wax melted in rapeſced or 
MD linſeed 
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linſeed oil. The invention of new and untried phy- 
ſick is boaſted; and amidſt a defect of every neceſſary 
and uſeful medicine, a ſtrange medley of drugs was 
compounded. The effect, however, of the deluſion 
was really aſtoniſhing; for many were quickly and 
perfectly recovered. Such as had not moved their 
limbs for a month before, were ſeen walking the 
ſtreets ſound, ftrair, and whole. They boaſted of 
their cure by the Prince's remedy; the motion of 
their joints being reſtored by a fimple friction with 
oil; and the belly now of itſelf well performing its 
office, or at leaſt with a ſmall reſiſtance from medi- 
cine. Many who declared they had been rendered 
worſe by all former remedies adminiſtered, recovered 
in a few days, to their inexpreſſible joy, and the no 

leſs general ſurpriſe, by their taking (almoſt by their 
having brought to them) what gou affirmed to a 
to be their gracious Prince's cure.“ 

Dr. LiIxp, from whoſe Treatiſe on the Scurvy als 
paſſage is taken, obſerves, that It is given us by 
an eye-witneſs,* an author of great candour and ve- 
racity, who (as he informs us) wrote down every 
day the ſtate of his patients; and ſeems more to be 
ſurpriſed with their unexpected recovery, than he 
n would have en . he eee, been 
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« ” ' 4 « } | 

* Frederic Td Mye, de morbis et Fymptomatibus a 

bus Bredanis, tempore oblidionis. | 
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it, another (though a leſs powerful) medicine ought | 
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better acquainted with the nature of this ſurpriſing 
malady. The facts were then alſo notoriouſly known 
to many, at the-time when he publiſhed his book, 
viz. the ſecond year after they happened.“ | 
This excellent phyſician remarks, that “an im- 
portant leſſon in phyſick is here to be learned, viz. 
the wonderful and powerful influence of the paſſions 
of the mind upon the ſtate and diſorders of the body. 
This is too often overlooked in the cure of diſeaſes; 
many of which are ſometimes attempted by the ſole 
mechanical operation of drugs, without calling in to 
aſſiſtance the ſtrong. powers of imagination, or the 
concurring influences of the ſoul. Hence it is, that 
the ſame remedy will not always produce the like 
effect, even in the ſame perſon, when given by dif- 
ferent hands,” | 1 
The 4th, 8th, and —_ 2 lr rn by = 
SMITH, though leſs ſucceſsful, are not leſs inſtructive 
than the .reſt. They prove (what ſhould. be well 
underſtood) that the Imagination can cauſe, as well 
as cure, diſeaſes of the body. They clearly eſtabliſh 
one rule of medical practice which has always ap- 
peared to me highly important. In the beſt manner 
poſſible a patient ought to be always inſpired with 
confidence. in any remedy which is adminiſtered, But 
if a favourable opinion of it cannot be obrained, and 
eſpecially if there be a marked prejudice againſt 
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to be preferred. This rule of medical conduct 
derives ample confirmation from the facts above 
related. 115 5 | en FE 
I have long been aware of the great importance of 
medical faith. Daily experience has conſtantly con- 
firmed and increaſed my opinion of its efficacy. On 
numerous occaſions I have declared, that I never 
wiſhed to have a patient who did not poſſeſs a ſuffi- 
cient portion of it. Theſe trials place its efficacy in 
a very conſpicuous point of view, and muſt even 
aſtoniſh perſons. who have particularly attended to 
this ſubject; they clearly prove what wonderful ef- 
fects the paſſions of hope and faith, excited by mere 
Imagination, can produce upon diſeaſes. 

On this principle we may account for the mar- 
vellous recoveries frequently aſcribed to empirical 
remedies, which are commonly inert drugs, and 
generally applied by the ignorant patient in diſor- 
ders totally different from what the quack himſelf 
pretends that they can cure. Magnificent and un. 
qualified promiſes inſpire weak minds with implicit 
confidence. + by Fo | 

I have ſometimes obſerved that the adminiſtration 
of a new medicine, even when its compoſition was 
known, if recommended to the publick with exalted 
praiſe, has been attended with great ſucceſs much 
greater than what was confirmed by future expe- 
rience. g - 

| Hence 
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Hence we may diſcern the great advantage of 
medical reputation. This explains what has been 
frequently obſerved, that the ſame remedy will pro- 
duce more beneficial effects when preſcribed by a 
famous phyſician, than by a perſon of inferior cha- 

rafter. In cafes which have appeared to me deſpe- 
rate, but where the patient poſſeſſed implicit faith, I 
have ſeen very aſtoniſhing ſucceſs; and have aſcribed 
the recovery full as much to the influence of hope 
and great confidence, as to the medicinal quality of 
the drug. It is extremely fortunate, when the moſt 
powerful remedies of both body and mind unite their 
power to alleviate or remove a diſeaſe. _ 931 

Medical practitioners of good underſtanding, but 
of various diſpoſitions of mind, feel different degrees 
of ſcepticiſm in the remedies they employ. One who 
poſſeſſes, with diſcernment, the largeſt portion of- me- 
dical faith, will be undoubtedly of greateſt benefit to 
his patients. None but the ignorant can ſuppoſe that 
feigned or fictitious aſſurances of the virtues of a me- 
dicine will anſwer the ſame purpoſe. The language of 
ſclf. conviction is undoubtedly the moſt periuabive. 
One muſt ſpeak what he feels, - ; 

Si curat cor ſpectantis tetigiſſe.“ 


He ſhould not expreſs confidence to a patient Which 
he does not 28 but he ſhould e it wig 


pathetick energy: öfp̃ 
| Format enim natura prius nos intus ad omnem 
Fortunarum habitum.” 
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In an irritable ſtate of mind, ſtrongly agitated be- 
tween hope and fear, the words and looks of a 
medical friend, when they correſpond with each 
other, have a very powerful and ſalutary influence: 
« Poſt effert animi motus, interprete lingua,” 
| Hos. 
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EPIDEMICAL CONVULSIONS. 


From ſome of the facts above detailed it appears, 
that when one caſe had made an unfavourable im- 
preſſion, others follow, by imitation, ſympathy, or 


tome other affection of the Imagination, which is 
not generally known, nor ſufficiently ſuſpeted. — 
This intereſting but obſcure ſubject will be illuſtrated, 
in the beſt manner, by a ſhort hiſtory of Epidemical 
Convulſions, which lately appeared in Angleley, 
North-Wales. It chiefly affected the tenants of the 
Earl of UxBr1Dce and Hoi.LanD Grieritn, Eſq. 
For this alarming malady I was conſulted about three 
years ago. The words of my very intelligent cor- 
reſpondent, with brief remarks, will explain the na- 


tare of this diſtemper, and ſuggeſt the beſt means of 


checking this and ſimilar calamities. 


Extract of a Letter from Hoz.awp Gareerrn, E Jq. 


* Berw, Angleſey, Sept. 23, 1796. I beg leave. 
to offer to your molt ſerious conſideration a malady, 
which, within theſe two months, has for the firſt 
time been prevalent in this neighbourhood, and 
= 26 SE; | which, 


— 
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which is, I believe, perfectly new in this country; 
never having been before remembered, as I am well 
informed, by the oldeſt inhabitants. 


The firſt ſymptom of this diſorder is a pain of 
the head, and ſometimes of the ſtomach and ſide, not 


very violent; ſucceeded by an alarming catching or 


convulſion in the upper extremity, reſembling St. 
Vitus's dance; the pulſe moderate, the body coſtive. 


Tn bed, the diſorder is not ſo violent. The patients are 


pretty well in health, notwithſtanding their great agita- 


tion of body, which continues with little intermiſſion, 
cauſing the ſhoulders almoſt to meet by the exertion. . 


« Yeſterday I ſaw one of theſe unfortunate people 
for the firſt time, and being informed that ſeveral 
were affected in like manner in this neighbourhood, 
I afſembled them together this morning, in number 
ten, and ſent for an apothecary to meet them. A 


fight ſo ſhocking I never before beheld. He took 


from each of them about eight ounces of blood, 
which appeared in a diſſolved ſtate. 


< It appears to me extraordinary, that the diſorder 


is confined to this neighbourhood alone, and only 
affets females from ten to twenty-five years old. 
This ſituation is low and marſhy, but the marſh has 


been in ſome degree drained of late years, although 


not effectually; but I conceive the damps not ſo pow- 


erful as heretofore. My great deſire is to relieve, if 
poſlible, theſe poor and unfortunate people, and I truſt 
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in Gop that, with your advice, I ſhall again ſee them 
reinſtated; that you may live many years to be a 
comfort to the diſtreſſed, is my earneſt wiſh. TI ſhall 
be extremely obliged to you, if you will favour me 
with your opinion, what you Kanga o be the 
cauſe of this complaint.“ 

In my anſwer to Mr. GRIrrirg I explained to 
him, that above thirty years ago an epidemical dif- 
temper of the nervous or hyſterical kind had ſpread 
through the ſhire of Angus in Scotland, and that I 
had ſeen one of theſe patients in the Edinburgh 


Infirmary; that nervous diſorders are very liable to 
be communicated. Thus, we all know that yawning 


is caught from one perſon to another. In like 


manner, hyſterick fits (as I have ſeen) frequently 


ſpread in hoſpitals. In the Edinburgh Infirmary an 
hyſterical patient infected three or four other girls 
in the ſame ward. When one of them was attacked, 


1 have ſeen the reſt fall down in ſucceſſion into con- 


vulſions.“ For this reaſon, I propoſed a rule, which 
was adopted in the Cheſter Infirmary, to exclude all 


convulſive diforders from the women's wards. On 
'theſe conſiderations, I deſired Mr. GrirritH to in- 


ſtitute very minute inquiries in what manner ſome of 


the firſt Angleſey patients were attacked; and parti- 
cularly whether they had not had ſuch an intercourfe 


> 
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* A ſimilar fact occurred to Dr. Falcon ER, at Buxton. See 
his Diſſertation on the Paſſions, p.110. i with 
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with each other as to warrant a ſuſpicion that the 
epidemick had ſpread by a kind of infection. 4 

With this idea of the cauſe of theſe epidemical 
convulſions, I could have wiſhed to concert ſome plan 
of cure which might make a falutary impreſſion upon 
the Imagination; but being ſituated at near eighty 
miles diſtance from my correſpondent and my patients, 
no meaſures of that kind could be attempted. I could 
not do better than order ſome antiſpaſmodick medi- 
cines, and to defire Mr. GRIFFITH to uſe all his 
authority to prevent girls and young women from 
having any communication with perſons affected with 
theſe convulſions, and to keep thoſe who were ill of 
the diſtemper ſeparate from each other, as much as 
poſſible. I warned him, that if theſe cautions were 
not obſerved, the epidemick might ſpread through 
the whole iſland of Angleſey. | 

The following accurate and judicious derail chats 

explains and confirms this opinion. 


Extracts from Mr. Gz1#F1TH's Anſwers. 
October 7th, 1796. Several of the patients 
have been here ſince I received your preſcription, 
and I have minurely examined n. according to 
your directions. On 
| „ 1ſt and 2d Caſes. MARGARET WILLIAMS, a 
girl of thirteen years of age, was ſeized with a pain 
in her head on a Sunday evening about ten weeks 
| D ago. 
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EX 


ago. On the Wedneſday following, a convulſion in 
the upper extremities came on, which has continued 
ever ſince. When the convulſion is moſt violent, 
ſhe becomes moidered, and in ſome degree loſes her 
recollection. Her legs are very feeble, but not con- 
vulſed. She has the ſpaſms while aſleep, as ſhe is 
told, but they never awaken her. She was affected 
about a fortnight, when a ſiſter of hers, who lives in 
the ſame houſe, was attacked i in like manner. They 
were ſent to a town to experience electricity, by 
which, and ſome medicines, the ſiſter recovered, but 
the girl in queſtion was not much relieved. In a 
ſhort time, her diſorder returned as alarmingly as 
ever. Her ſtomach is a good deal ſwelled. She can- 
not aſcribe her complaint to any particular cauſe. 
zd. CATHARINE PETERS was ſeized with a 
tremour at her heart, as ſhe was waſhing linen. She 
was, for a time, deprived of breath. A convulſion 
came on, ſucceeded by fainting fits. She had ſeen 
the firſt patient, while in her convulſed ſtate. She 
was rather alarmed at the appearance of the firſt 
patient; the only one, I believe, whom ſhe ſaw in 
that ſtate. Her age twenty-one, | 
. Ath. HELEN Tromas, while making hay, was 
taken ſuddenly ill. She was ſoon after ſeized with 
convulſions. She loſt her hearing and recollection; 
Was ſeized with a giddineſs. She had been much 
affected by the firſt patient. The above girls had 
accidental communication with the firſt patient only. 
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«© The number of girls who have been attacked 
are eighteen, Two only are recovered. All of 
them, as far as I can underſtand, were taken much 
in the ſame manner with the firſt three. Their 
lower extremities are free from ſpaſms, although 
they find themſelves conſiderably relaxed. The leaſt 
alarm throws them into a ſhaking fit. They have, 
in general, a hiccup. The anxiety of parents, ſiſters, 
brothers, friends, &c. for their recovery, is particu- 
larly obvious in this neighbourhood,” 

* Oda. 8h. I detained my letter until now, in 
order to give you ſome account of the operation of 
the eſſential oil, &c. which was given to the poor 
girls on Tueſday laſt, with wonderful ſucceſs ; ; for 
all who took the drops have uniformly experienced 

the good effects of them,” 

Jan. 18th, 1797. I have no doubt of the truth 
of your ee 2 relative to the contagious qua- 
| liry of this diſorder,” | 

e 91h, 1799. The whole number affected 
with theſe epidemical convulſions was twenty four, 
all females, except one boy of ſeventeen years of 
age. They had all intercourſe with each other, 
X hey are all conſidered as cured; yet two or three 
of them are ſuſceptible of the leaſt fright or ſudden 
alarm, which brings on the convulſions in a light 
degree, and of ſhort duration.“ | | 
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This ſubject is but imperfectly underſtood, and 
an uſeful Diſſertation might be written on the dif- 
eaſes which are cauſed by powerful affections of the 
Imagination, if all the facts recorded by medical 
authors were ſtated, and compared with each other. 


But I am more diſpoſed, and have had better oppor- 


tunities, to delincate from Nature than from books. 
However, a few hints to illuſtrate this intereſting 
inquiry, with references to the reader, who may 


wiſh more accurately to inveſtigate the queſtion, can 


be briefly ſtated. 
x. It is univerſally known, that convulſive diſorders 
are communicated to perſons who live in the ſame 
houſe or apartment. Remarkable caſes of this kind 
are related by Ka Au BOERHAAVR;“ by the Com- 
miſſioners of Paris, f who enquired into the power of 
animal magnetiſm; and by Sir GEORGE BAKER. T 
2. In like manner, convulſions in ſome inſtances 
are communicated from houſe to houſe, and become 
epidemical, by the intimate intercourſe of perſons in 
the ſame neighbourhood; probably by ſeeing the 
diſtreſſing convulſions, by hearing their alarming 


—— —— 
——— IT 


* Impetum faciens, c. ix. 406. 

+ See the Report of the Commiſſioners. 

1 See Medical Tranſactions, T. iii. xi. 
| ſhrieks, 


ſhrieks, and liſtening to an account of their ſuffer- 
ings, feelingly and frightfully deſcribed. Of this 
kind of convulſive epidemicks may be reckoned that 
which afflicted the female inhabitants in the ſhire 
of Angus in Scotland, about the year 1763 or 1764, 
above-mentioned. A like nervous diſtemper appears 
to have viſited various parts of Germany about the 
year 1717.5 The famous epidemick of Sweden, 
aſcribed by LIN N&Æus to eating charlock, may poſ- 
ſibly be in ſome degree propagated in like manner. 

3. Fevers, accompanied with violent convulſions, 
ſometimes become epidemical, and both diſtempers 
may poſſibly be propagated by contagion. 

Examples of this kind are recorded by WILLIS, 4 
to have happened in England about the year 1661; 
by MuLLER,S in Germany, about the year 1741; 
and by BaRA1LoN,|| in France, in 1774. 


* Waldſchemed de morbo epidemico convulſivo per Holſtatiam 
graſſante 1717. Apud Halleri Diſp. celiv. T. vu. p. 518. 

Wedel de morbo ſpaſmodico maligno in Saxonia, Luſatia, &c. 
1717. Apud Hall. Diſp. ccly. T. vii. p. 557. 

+ Memoires de la Soc. Roy. de Med. a Paris, T. i. Mem. p. 319. 

＋ Willis de ſpaſmis univerſalibus, qui in febribus malignis male 
judicatis, et quibusdam anomalis excitare ſolent. 

$ Muller de morbis epidemicis ſpaſmodicis 1741. Apud Halleri 
Diſp. vi. T. i. p. 78. | 

Sur une eſpèce d' epilepſie qui reconnoit pour cauſe le virus 
exanthematique miliare. Hiſt. de la Societe m de Medicine 


a Paris, T. i. p. 225. 
See alſo Mem. de la Societe Royale de Medicine, T. i. p. 303. 
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Theſe ſhort hints will give he intelligent reader 4 
ſufficient clue, whereby he may proſecute this inte- 
reſting inquiry. In the paſſages above-quoted, he 
will find references which will lead him in ſucceſhon 
to many other authors, who haye recorded facts of 


great importance in ſuch an inveſtigation. 


It is proper in candour to acknowledge, that few 
of the authors above-quoted afcribe theſe epide- 
demical convulſions to any affection of the Ima- 
gination; nor do all of them relate facts which might 
warrant ſuch a concluſion. In general, they attri- 
bute theſe maladies to unwholſome food, or bad air. 
But the diſtin& manner in which Mr. GRIFPIrH 
plainly diſcovered,” and accurately deſcribed, the 
commencement and propagation of the Angleſey 
Convulſions, will induce the medical reader farther to 


inveſtigate this ſubject, whenever an opportunity 


may occur.“ The principles here propoſed are 
forcibly confirmed by the complete ſucceſs of rhe 


— —— — _ — — —_— kd 


— 


* The whole intelligence above-ſtated was confirmed by PA u.. 
Pax TON, eſq; of Plas-Gwyn, in Angleſey, who was a viſitor of the 
Literary and Philoſophical Society, when this paper was read. He 
informed us, that hyſterical diſorders were very common in Angle- 
ſey, and that MARIA JoxEs, one of the ſervants at Plas-Gwyn, 
about 1790, was attacked with hyſterick fits, and that four other 
female ſervants were infected by her with convulſions. This MRI 
Joxts was ſent to the Cheſter Infirmary, to be my patient, but 
could only be admitted an out-patient, on account of the regulation 
above-mentioned. It is proper to remark, that Plas-Gwyn 1s placed 
in 2 ſituation, not at all likely to be affected by marſny effluvia. 


meaſures 


OBSERVATIONS, 


meaſures which were ſuggeſted and executed from 


an idea that the diſtemper ſpread by a kind of in- 
fection, and might be prevented by the prohibition 
of intercourſe between thoſe who ſuffered, and thoſe 
who were moſt ſuſceptible of ſuch nervous affections. 
I recolle& that Profeſſor WavyTT, in his Clinical 
Lectures, uſed to obſerve, that the loweſt rank of 
women in Scotland were much afflicted with hyſte- 
rical and other -nervous diſorders. The following 
fact, related by Dr. Fa.conts,* confirms the doc- 
trine I wiſh to eſtabliſh, by proving how much they 
lie under the influence of the Imagination: I have 
been informed from the beſt authority (Dr. CULLEN) 
that during the troubles in Scotland, in the years 
1745 and 7 75 che hyſteric diſeaſe 8 made 
its appearance.“ 
If the opinion here ſtated have a ſolid and true 
foundation, it is manifeſt that ſuch maladies may be 
prevented by practicable regulations. If Mr. GRiIx- 
FITH had not benevolently interfered to ſuccour his 


poor diſtreſſed neighbours, and to check the progreſs 


of this alarming diſtemper, it would probably have 
ſpread through the whole iſland of Angleſey; as had 
actually happened through larger diſtricts in Scot- 
land, Germany, France, Sweden, &c. When the 


nature of theſe epidemicks, and the cauſe of their 


. 
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* On the Paſſions, p. rg. 


propagation, 


E J 


propagation, become generally known, other gen- 
tlemen of humanity and intelligence will exert their 
influence to prevent ſuch diſtreſſing calamities. 


A Recapitulation of Concluſions ſubmitted to the Con- 
federation and Diſcuſſion of the Society. 

1. In the preceding narration, the effects aſcribed 
to the fictitious Tractors are greater and more won- 
derful than what are related to have been produced 
by the patent Tractors of Perkins. 
2. Hence it may be fairly concluded, that the 
metallick Tractors derive no additional influence from 
Galvaniſm, or animal electricity. 

3. The detection of this deluſion is not [eſs complete 
than what is reported by the Commiſſioners of Paris, 

in regard to MesmeR's animal magnetiſm; whether 
the number and competence of the witneſſes, or the 
marvellous effects produced by the mere force of 
Imagination, be conſidered. 
4. Had the trials at Bath and Briſtol been inſti. 
tuted with metallick Tractors only, they would pro- 
bably, indeed undoubtedly, have deceived the ſaga- 
city of the medical witneſſes in both hoſpitals, as 
they have done in many other places. Mt was the 
mode of trial with fictitious Tractors which detected 
the fallacy, and expoſed the truth ſo clearly as to 


remove every doubt. 
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5. The rule which prohibits the admiſſion of females 
afflicted with hyſterical or epileptick fits, as in- patients 
into the Cheſter Infirmary, ought to be adopted in 


all hoſpitals. It is well known that medicines cannot 


always cure theſe diforders; and much miſchief in 
producing them may be juſtly apprehended by in- 
troducing ſuch a patient into a female ward. 

6. From the facts above related, and what are 
recorded by authors, it appears probable, that in 


ſome diſtricts, convulſions are liable to be communi- 


cated from one family to another, ſo as to become 
epidemical. Such calamities may be prevented by 
any medical or other intelligent and humane neigh- 
bour, who has influence and authority to hinder all 
intercourſe between perſons affſicted with and liable 


to convulſive diſorders. 


FINIS. 


Toruttwell, Printer, Bath. 
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An INQUIRY how to prevent the SMALL-POX; 
with the Proceedings of a Society for promoting General 
Inoculation, and preventing the Caſual Small-Pox in 
Cheſter.—— Price in Boards, 3s. 


AND 

A SKETCH of a PLAN to EXTERMINATE the 
SMALL-POX from GREAT-BRITAIN; with a Cor- 
reſpondence on the Nature of the Variolous Contagion, 
with Mr. Dawſon, Dr. Aikin, Profeſſor Irvine, Profeſſor 
Wall, Profeſſor Waterhouſe, Dr. Percival, Mr. Henry, 
Dr. Clark, Dr. Odier, Dr. Currie, and the Magiſtrates 
of Geneva. Two Vols. in Boards, 88. 


— 


Preparing for the Press, 


A LETTER to THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D. F. R. 8. 


o THE 


PREVENTION of IN an FEVERS, 


FF REFLEXIONS 
| oo 
| LINOCULATION. 


